Living Connections Bible Study

The Croce

1 Corinthiane 1:18-31

Prayer

lcebreaker: Name different waye the death penalty hae been carried out throughout history.

In thig leccon we are going to learn why Chrigtiang have chogen the crosg, an ingtrument of
extreme torture, ag the eymbol of our faith. Can you imagine a different belief system choosing a
hangman’s nooge, guillotine, lethal injection eyringe. or electric chair ag the eymbol of their faith?

1. What ic the opinion of thoge who reject the good newse that Jegug came to die on the crogs to
pay the debt for our ¢ing? 1 Corinthiane 1:18

Like the educated elite today, the Greeke of Paul’s day looked up to their philocophers,
eloquent debaterg, politiciang, geribeg (journalicte and writerg), professore, and to other worldly
wige men to colve the world’s problems.
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2. What doec God gay about thoge who think we can reacon our way out of the mese the world ic
in cauged by QIN, which i manifected in gelfichness, luct for power, greed, ote.?
1 Corinthiane 1:19, lgaiah 29:14

3. What hag happened to famoug wice men of past ages, men like Plato, Aristotle, Confuciug,
Qocrates and Pericles? What wiedom have they left ug to make the world a better place?
Congidering the megs the world ig in, did they really have the answers the human race needed
in contrast to thoge who placed faith in Chrict? 1 Corinthiang 1:20; 2 Corinthiang 5:17

4. Qince man cannot find hic way to a right relationchip with God through education, philocophy
and worldly wiedom, how did God in Hig¢ wiedom determine to cave cinnerce?
1 Corinthiane 1:21, 1 Timothy 1:15

5. Why wacg the crucifixion of Jegug a ctumbling block to the Jews <o that they rejected Him ac the
Meggiah? 1 Corinthiang 1:22-23, Deuteronomy 21:22-23, Galatiang 3:13, 1 Peter 2:24

6. How do those of ue who have received Chrigt ac our Qavior view Him and God'e plan of Qalvation
through the croes? 1 Corinthiang 1:24-25
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7. Why ig it that co few intellectualg, politically powerful, famoug, and upper clage men and
women ever come to the Qavior? 1 Corinthiane 1:26

8. Why hag God chosen to cave thoge who are perceived foolish, weak, lowly, the nobodies, and
thoge degpiced by the world? 1 Corinthiang 1:27-31

Think about it thiec week:

If our greatest need had been information, God would have sent an educator.
If our greatest need had been technology, God would have sent us a scientist.
If our greatest need had been money, God would have sent us an economist.
But since our greatest need was forgiveness, God sent us a Savior.

~Max Lucado
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